
What is AB 1502, and why do we need it?

AB 1502 would require:

(1) Those establishing, operating and/or managing a free standing Skilled Nursing Facility(SNF)
to obtain a SNF license, that include its past five years Medicare and Medicaid cost reports;
(2) The California Department of Public Health (CDPH) to post the applications;
(3) A license to be denied for specified reasons, including committing a felony, and
(4) A licensee to update specified information.

It would also prohibit operating a free standing SNF prior to receiving a license
(squatting),authorize CDPH to assess a $10,000 fine for material violations, and require the
CDPH report to the Legislature.

California needs to ensure that SNFs are safe facilities, providing quality care for 
California's seniors and those with disabilities. With the population of 65 years of age and
older expected to double within the next 30 years, it is urgent to fix current problems now
before they get worse and to prevent other issues from becoming a problem.

Chain operators are allowed to operate without prior approval, even after being denied a
license for being unfit. Two dozen chain operated facilities that were acquired in 2014 still
operate without a license. Six facilities continue to operate even though they were denied
licenses due to unfit conditions years ago. One chain continues to operate nine SNFs after
being cited for severe neglect and abuse and denied its license in April, 2020. Another chain
with a history of licensure denials, as far back as 2004, continues to operate SNFs, including
one under criminal investigation for a COVID-19 outbreak, which resulted in residents dying.

Today, facilities continue to be purchased during the pandemic without these safeguards. In
addition, CDPH has stated that it has no authority to intervene in a squatting SNF. Therefore,
CDPH needs the authority to deny an applicant from operating without a license, disqualify
unfit facilities from being licensed, establish non-compliance fines, and provide the public an
opportunity to comment.
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Where is AB 1502 in the legislative process?
 

AB 1502 recently passed the Assembly Floor and is awaiting committee assignment in the
Senate. We expect AB 1502 will be assigned to the following committees: Sen Health and

Sen Appropriations.

https://californiaalliance.org/


Call the Chair of the Senate Health committee, Dr. Pan, and offices of the

committee members, advocating on behalf of AB 1502 and why you - as a

member of CARA - support the legislation.

Sen Health Committee Roster: Click HERE 

Ask your organization to schedule a presentation by CARA about why

seniors should support AB 1502.

Get your organization to write a letter of support for AB 1502. You can

download CARA's letter as model (click HERE). Send your letter to the

Legislature using the "Position Letter Portal" (click HERE) at:

https://calegislation.lc.ca.gov/Advocates/

What Can You Do to Help Pass AB 1502?

AB 1502 will likely be assigned to the Senate Health Committee in the coming
weeks. Letters of support in addition to calls to the Chair and members serving
on this committees will be instrumental to help advance the bill

Have questions? Want to get more involved?
 

For more information on CARA's legislative advocacy please contact Keith
Umemoto or Hene Kelly, CARA Legislative Committee Co-Chairs:

kumemoto@att.net
henekelly@aol.com
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