
 
 

The Honorable Hannah-Beth Jackson, Chair 

Senate Judiciary Committee 

ATTN: Tim Griffiths, Consultant 

via email and fax 916.403.7394 

 

April 29, 2018 

 

Dear Senator Jackson:  

 

Re: SB 1265 (Wieckowski) - SUPPORT 

     

The Senate Judiciary Committee will shortly have before it SB 1265 (Wieckowski), legislation affirming 

once again that elections in California’s 52,000 homeowner association should be conducted according to 

the same standards we require of other governmental bodies.  We supported the original bi-partisan 

legislation to clean up association elections
1
 and re-affirm our commitment by SUPPORTING SB1265. 

 

The California Alliance for Retired Americans (CARA) is California’s largest grassroots senior advocacy 

organization representing 1 million seniors and their families through our 270 affiliated organizations. 

 

CARA has been a fierce advocate of the consumer protection of seniors living in California homeowner 

associations (HOAs) because for most seniors, their homes are their chief financial asset.  If they lose 

their homes, they can’t re-enter the work force and earn enough money to buy a new one. 

 

According to the AARP Public Policy Institute, more than a million seniors live in California’s age-

restricted communities like Leisure World (Orange County) or Sun City Roseville (Placer County) or in 

condos, townhomes, planned developments, co-ops, and mobilehome parks managed by homeowner 

association corporations.
2
  We agree with the AARP Policy Institute that seniors living in associations 

have an inalienable “right to run for office and a right to vote for directors.”  AARP re-affirmed these 

principles in its “Bill of Rights for Homeowners in Associations: Basic Principles of Consumer Protection 

and Model Statute (2006.)”
3
 

 

Unfortunately, seniors report to us too often how they are denied the right to vote and the right to run for a 

board seat.  Sometimes the obstacles are direct: boards declare that, in order to vote, the senior must not 

owe any assessments or fines to the association, even if the owner is disputing these alleged debts.  

 

                                                           
1
 AB1098/Jones; SB61/Battin; SB1545/Jones and Battin (2005-2006) 

2
 AARP uses the American Housing Survey of the national census to compute these statistics on seniors. 

3
 See pages 53 through 58 of the study; see http://assets.aarp.org/rgcenter/consume/2006_15_homeowner.pdf 

 

http://assets.aarp.org/rgcenter/consume/2006_15_homeowner.pdf


In other instances, the barriers are indirect, for example, seniors in Sun City Roseville (Placer County) 

report that, if they want to run for a board seat, they must warrant that will comply with the HOA’s 

“guidelines” for campaigning.  If they refuse to sign – or even sign under protest -- then they will be 

dropped from the board candidate pool. 

 

The Sun City Roseville incumbents on the board and the property manager have devised these 

“guidelines” without homeowner involvement. This is no small matter.  Candidates do not have access 

to association media during the campaign – e.g. newsletters, and the community has 3100+ homes spread 

out over hundreds of acres.  Reported one senior: “personally walking to 3110 homes by one individual or 

a small group of senior citizens [to campaign] is unrealistic.” 

 

SB 1265 would make clear that boards shall NOT set “qualifications” for (1) voting or (2) for running for 

a board seat.  Senator Wieckowski has made these provisions the keystone of his bill, because individuals 

sitting on boards – and property managers --have so denied so many homeowners these fundamental 

rights.    

 

The legislation also establishes as RECORDS under Civil Cod §§5100 all the materials under the custody 

of the Inspector of Elections, specifically 

 Voter and candidate lists 

 Outer envelopes signed by voters 

 Marked ballots 

 Inspector’s tabulation report 

 

Under current law, the HOA and Inspector are required to retain only ballots for one year but the other 

evidence accumulated during the election are required in the event the election is disputed. 

 

For these reasons, CARA supports SB 1265 and urge an AYE vote when the legislation comes before the 

Committee on May 8
th

. 

 

Please let me know if you wish to discuss CARA’s position.  I can be reached at henekelly@aol.com or 

415-533-5244. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Hene Kelly 

Legislative Director 

415-533-5244 

 

cc:  Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee 

       Senator Bob Wieckowski, Attn: Heather Resetarits 

       Mike Petersen, Consultant 
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