
 
 

April 23, 2018 

 

The Honorable Phil Ting 

California State Assembly 

State Capitol  

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE: AB 1985 (Ting) - Hate crimes: law enforcement policies - SUPPORT 

 

Dear Assemblyman Ting, 

 

I am writing on behalf of the California Alliance for Retired Americans (CARA) in support of AB1985. 

CARA is California's largest grassroots senior advocacy organization, representing 1,000,000 seniors and 

their families through our 270 affiliated organizations. 

 

The Attorney General’s 2015 Hate Crime in California report found that from 2014 to 2015, hate crime 

events increased by 10.4% and violent hate crime offenses increased by 11.3% in the same year. With the 

rise in hate and intolerant rhetoric coming from the federal government, we must prepare our law 

enforcement agencies to respond to the growing number of hate crimes. AB 1985 provides a framework 

on how law enforcement agencies should update their hate crime policy protocols, resources, and 

responsibilities, and help prevent future incidents. 

 

This bill would clarify that a disability is protected under the law regardless of whether it is temporary, 

permanent, congenital, or acquired by heredity, accident, injury, advanced age, or illness. The bill would 

also require any local law enforcement agency that updates an existing hate crime policy or adopts 

a new hate crime policy to include, among other things, the model policy framework developed by POST 

and information regarding bias motivation. The bill would allow a local law enforcement agency that 

updates an existing hate crime policy or adopts a new hate crime policy to include any of the provisions of 

a model hate crime policy and other relevant documents developed by the International Association of 

Chiefs of Police. 

 

CARA believes that persons with disabilities of all ages should have the same protections under the law 

as seniors do. For these reasons, CARA supports AB 1985 and thanks you for introducing this important 

legislation. Our members look forward to working with you on its passage. 

 

Sincerely, 

  
Hene Kelly,  

Legislative Director 

415-533-5244 


