
 
 
March 28, 2018 

 

The Honorable Reginald Byron Jones-Sawyer, Sr. 

California Assembly  

State Capitol, Room 4066 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE: AB 1934 – Dependent Persons: definition - SUPPORT 

 

Dear Assemblymember Sawyer, 

 

I am writing on behalf of the California Alliance for Retired Americans (CARA) to support AB 

1934. CARA is California's largest grassroots senior advocacy organization, representing 1,000,000 

seniors and their families through our 270 affiliated organizations. 

 

CARA believes that California must take the appropriate steps to protecting individuals with 

disabilities from becoming victims of violence. Ensuring California laws are clear in their intent is a 

step in the right direction to curb the uptick in violence against people with disabilities.  

 A person who knows or reasonably should know that a person is an elder or dependent adult and 

who, under circumstances or conditions likely to produce great bodily harm or death, willfully 

causes or permits any elder or dependent adult to suffer, or inflicts thereon unjustifiable physical 

pain or mental suffering, or having the care or custody of any elder or dependent adult, willfully 

causes or permits the person or health of the elder or dependent adult to be injured, or willfully 

causes or permits the elder or dependent adult to be placed in a situation in which his or her person 

or health is endangered, is punishable by imprisonment in a county jail not exceeding one year, or 

by a fine not to exceed six thousand dollars ($6,000), or by both that fine and imprisonment, or by 

imprisonment in the state prison for two, three, or four years. 

 

Under California law, various statutes using the terms “dependent adult” and “dependent person” 

give different definitions. In many cases, statutes define the terms by cross-referencing to the 

sections which would be amended by this bill. Of these, only a few expressly specify that the 

definition applies regardless of whether the person lives independently. Therefore, amending these 

sections would amend those remaining statutes and make existing law more uniform.  

CARA agrees with The Arc and United Cerebral Palsy California Collaboration that “abuse of 

people with disabilities is widespread throughout our society, and there are many obstacles to 

arrests and convictions of those who commit these heinous crimes against people who may have 

less capacity to defend themselves. One of the obstacles to reporting is the fact that the abuse law 

calls people with disabilities ‘dependent adults’ or ‘dependent persons, sometimes leading law 

enforcement officers, social workers, and even the victims and their families to believe they are not 

protected by these laws because they live independently. AB 1934 is a major step toward removing 

this confusion. One of the contributing causes of abuse of people with disabilities – and also seniors 



– is the fact they are often viewed as less than full human beings. The current abuse law may 

actually contribute to this by equating them with minor children. AB 1934 will remove the 

aforementioned offensive language.”  

For these reasons, CARA supports AB 1934 and thanks you for introducing this important 

legislation. CARA looks to forward to working with you on its passage. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Hene Kelly 

Legislative Director 

 

 

 
 
 

 


