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March 14, 2018 

 

The Honorable Bill Dodd  

State Capitol  

Sacramento, CA 95814  

 

RE: Senate Bill 969 (Dodd) - Support 

 

Dear Senator Dodd:  

 

The California Alliance for Retired Americans (CARA) writes this letter in strong support of AB 3200.  

CARA is California’s largest grassroots, statewide senior advocacy organization, representing over 

1,000,000 seniors and their families through our 270+ affiliated organizations. 

 

Media reports from the 2017 Northern California wildfires estimated at least five residents lost their lives 

because they could not drive out of their garages. When the fires left thousands without power, 

evacuation challenges were heightened for the elderly and disabled who could not manually lift their 

garage doors to evacuate. Media reports tell the heartbreaking tales of residents like Santa Rosa’s Carmen 

McReynolds, 82, who was found “dead inside her Mercedes parked inside the garage of her 

Fountaingrove home,” or LeRoy and Donna Halbur, both 80, who “died at their hillside home in 

Larkfield, LeRoy in the driveway and Donna in the car parked in the garage.”  

 

In 1993 similar tragedies led to garage door safety sensor requirements to prevent entrapment. After 

garage doors were trapping children and causing injuries and deaths, the California legislature enacted 

safety provisions to require automatic garage doors to be manufactured with sensors. Now, the 

Legislature should act again to prevent future tragedies like the one so many Santa Rosa residents faced 

when they evacuated their homes last October. Garage Doors have created an unexpected obstacle in the 

event of an emergency evacuation, expanding the current law to ensure that garage doors are equipped 

with backup batteries is a common sense safety measure that will help avoid preventable injuries and 

death.  

 

CARA thanks you for authoring SB 969 and looks forward to working with you on its passage. 

 

Sincerely, 

  
Hene Kelly,  

Legislative Director 

415-533-5244 


